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Ftedrrlators sue MaEcorp it!6i Waste disposal
rytdtlb
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Federal regulators ffled a
lawsuit against a Utah mngne
sium manufacturer TuesdaY,
claimingthe eompany is duck-
ing rules that aPPIY to its waste
management

Magnesium CorPoration of
America has a Tooele Process
ine ntant that collects magne
siiir chloride fromthe waterof
the Great Saltlake in itsPno
ductio'n of the $'trong ligbt-
weishtmetal.

nioroduAs of the Production
are dfsposed ofnearthe Plant
as soliil rrastes that contain
n'hazardous eonstituents," ac-

cordins to the Environmental
Protection AgencY - chlorine,
dioxin, lead, arsenic, chromi-
Um, barium and magnesiUm

hvdroxide.-lflagcorp 
has longclaimed /

tbat it is exemPt from the regu-'.
lations because it is considered i
xminingoperation.- "ltte6fitdifferentposi.'/
tion " Deparinent ofJustice
spokeswoman Cristine Romano
said-

MascorD. the suit dleges' has
reteasedthe wastes illegially for
several years and will ask a fed-
eral judbe to assess Penalties
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MAGGORP ,ffflJi"fl*"n:m:m,,r*m:
AwiwedfunBl tion their interpretation of those

loopholes.',
for the violations _ as much as ^Magcorp is the largest producer
$ZT,Sffiperviolation perdav. of magnesium in the Uni ed States

fire suit does not say specificallv and the third largest magnesium
how many violations ltiaecom has' prodltler in the world. It produces
committed. roughly 40,000 tons per year of mag-

But Magcorp offfcials say "waste, nesium and magnesium alloys.
water ftom'the maFnesium pro- ln an,unrelated case filed in
cess,, is covered under an nb4 f9g8, thd federal government
exemption that has been in place claims Magcorp is misrepresenting
formorc than a decade. its activities to avoid makingrpy_

- 
"fitis is a dispute that's really atrE payments to t{re federafgov, r

about 8 years old," said Tom ttinn. ernment on the minerals it extraets
companytechnical services manas- from the lake. i,
er. "And it's an interpretive kind Jf "fitat lawsuit essentially assefrs
issue, since there are no health or that this company unlawfully tootr
environmental impacts that anv- minerals from the United Stateslt
one is aware of." - Romano said. "Companies, under

But environmental activists. who certain circumstanees, are permit_
have foggfit with Magcorp over its ted to take (natural resourcbs from
emissions for nearly a decade, governmentowned land), but the
were pleased to leam ofthe law- federal government expects to besuit compensated."

_ "This is iust the story of Magcorp. - Mqecorl has claimed in the past
They are always the exception to 

- that for more than a decade, it
every ruIe," said Chip Ward, a made its royalty payments to the
member of Citizens fuainst Chlo state instead
rinecontamination."Theyuse EilE mft|@rerm"qn


